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™ : ALl Commanders

Today we are fighting in & country which has contributed a greal
deal to our cultural inneritasce, & countsy =lchk inm monumaonts which by
thelir creation holped and now in their old age illustrate the growth of

ho clvilization wnich 13 ours. me aro bound to respect those =ceuments
30 far as war allows,

If wo have to choosn betwoen destroying a famous buildiny and
sacrificing our own men, then our men's lives count infinitely more and

the baildings must go. BPub Lhe cholce (s mot always so clear-cut as Lhat,
In many cases the monumonts can te sparsd without any detrisent to cpora-
tional meds. Nothing can stard against the armment of military meceasity.
That i3 an accepted principle. But the phrase "military nocessity" is

samtines woad where §t would be more truthful to speax of military convenle
“nce or aven of personal converiance., I do nol want it to cloa' 3lackness
or indifforaence,

It is a responaidility of higher comanders to determine through
AMG. Officers the lccations of ilsterical momments whether they be
irmedistely atead of owr fromt 1ines or in areas occupisd by us. This in-
forsation pasged to lower echelons through norsal chanmels places the

responsibility on all Companders of complyin: with tae spirit of this letter,

/9/ Dwight D, Eisenncwer
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TRANSCRIPTION:

To: All Commanders

Today we are fighting in a country which has contributed a great deal to our cultural inheritance,
a country rich in monuments which by their creation helped and now in their old age illustrate
the growth of the civilization which is ours. We are bound to respect those monuments so far as
war allows.

If we have to choose between destroying a famous building and sacrificing our own men, then
our men’s lives count infinitely more and the building must go. But the choice is not always so
clear-cut as that. In many cases the monuments can be spared without any detriment to
operational needs. Nothing can stand against the argument of military necessity. That is an
accepted principle. But the phrase “military necessity” is sometimes used where it would be
more truthful to speak of military convenience or even of personal convenience. I do not want it
to cloak slackness or indifference.

It is a responsibility of higher commanders to determine through A.M.G. Officers the locations
of historical monuments whether they be immediately ahead of our front lines or in areas
occupied by us. This information passed to lower echelons through normal channels places the
responsibility on all Commanders of complying with the spirit of this letter.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER



